From: Sarah Iles Johnston [mailto:johnston.2@osu.edu] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 23, 2008 1:48 PM
To: Sophia Lee
Cc: kallis.4@osu.edu
Subject: Classics 327
Dear Sophia,

        I do not know whether you got my note on enquiry on Monday, asking for clarification about what the committee wanted us to do for Classics 327 and 323.  I have now tried to address what they asked concerning 327, which you summarized as follows:

1.      Classics 327-approved with contingencies:
For the syllabus:
i.      P. 2 please add sub-headings, overview of grading summarizing percentages before discursive explanations to make it easier for students to understand although committee found level of detail both helpful and interesting.
ii.     Idea behind content is great but seems to be a disconnection between description/title and syllabus - chronologically organized but with a 2 millennia gap, how do text's work enforce content? Recommendation to modify goals of course to reflect the syllabus, clarifying the nature of the coverage.
iii.    Please list Iliad and Odyssey in main texts list.
iv.     Syllabus needs explanation of how course will fulfill GEC learning goals and objectives
        Most of the changes I made to the syllabus, which are in red, will be self-explanatory, I think.  I would add the following comments, however, for you to pass along to the committee:

1) I do not understand what you meant by sub-headings for page two.  I have reworked the presentation there a little in hopes of being clearer.

2) I added the Iliad and Odyssey to the list of texts, as you requested, but they are not actually going to be bought by the students; as the original syllabus noted, excerpts from these works will be in the course packet, instead.

3) I don't understand what you want me to add as far as iv is concerned; I already have a paragraph (now marked in blue) about this.  I could go into more depth, as I did in the accompanying course assessment document for Classics 327, but I am not sure that such depth is needed in a syllabus.  If you explain to me what you want, I will try to accommodate it.

4) I hope it is now clear that I am not just 'skipping' two millennia; I can't do everything in ten weeks that could be done with this topic and so chose two focus, first, on how close neighbors of the Greeks--the ancient Romans--adapted their gods and then how people who are more distant in time and space from the Greeks but very close to ourselves (namely contemporary authors and practitioners of religion) adapted them.  It is selective, yes--but exigencies of the quarter system compel me to choose between doing a few things well and in depth or many thing superficially.

Best,

Sarah
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